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Post-Pandemic Library Use

With library buildings closed
during the pandemic, Redwood
City Public Library moved to
curbside pickups and online
programs. How has the pandemic
altered library use now that all
three libraries are back to full
operation?

Ebook circulation was 16% of total
checkouts prior to the pandemic.
During the pandemic, ebook
circulation jumped to 33%. In
2023, ebooks are 20% of total
circulation. Some patrons learned
they enjoy the convenience of
ebooks while others (like your
editor) returned to their favored

paper copy.

Data show that the number of
library visitors varies greatly by
location. At the Downtown Library,
monthly visitors are 48,000 versus
33,000 pre-pandemic, a 45%
increase! However, Schaberg is
down 19%, and Redwood Shores
is down 50% in monthly visitor
numbers. Thanks to the sizable
increase at the Downtown Library,
library visits overall have
increased by 6% post-pandemic.

Interestingly, circulation (number
of items checked out) is down at
all three locations. Downtown

is 19% lower, with Schaberg and
Redwood Shores both dropping
by 31%. Across the three
libraries, circulation is down an
average 20%.

Redwood City’s library staff grew
very adept at creating online
programs during the pandemic.
Even now, with most programs
in-person, a few programs that
worked well online have
continued in this manner.
Children’s book clubs, language
discussion groups, author talks
with non-local authors, and Little
Learners craft programs all
remain online.

The largest drop in use has been
at Downtown’s Teen Room. Pre-
pandemic, the room averaged
450 visitors per month, but
recently the average has been
only 100 visitors. The library has
expanded hours and is hiring a
new teen librarian to promote the
space.

This information about library
use is a good reminder that we
should spread the word that our
library is fully back in operation
and we should once again make
full use of its impressive
resources!
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with Best-Selling Author
Laura Numeroff

Laura Numeroff
Visits
Redwood City

Saturday, April 1
10 a.m.to 12 p.m.
Courthouse Square

Laura Numeroff, bestselling
children’s author of the If You
Give... series, is visiting
Redwood City! She will be
meeting students at Roosevelt
and Hoover Elementary Schools
on March 31.

Join us at Courthouse Square on
April 1 for Ms. Numeroff's public
appearance, where she will read
and share some of her author
experiences. There also will be
music with Andy Z, crafts,
games, play, and a drawing for
stuffed Numeroff animals —
mouse, cat, pig, and moose!
Tickets for the drawing will be
sold at the event by Friends.

Ms. Numeroff’s visit
is sponsored by the Friends.



http://www.facebook.com/friendsofrwclibrary
mailto:friendsofrwclibrary@gmail.com

Many Thanks to Those Listed
and All Our Members for Your

Generous Support in 2022
Benefactors ($100 and above)

Lisa and Rushton Backer

Dr. Richard and Mrs. Constance Barrick

Lee Olson Blake

Michelle and Garrett Blake
Sheryl Brock

Tracey Burbage

Diana Chen

Elizabeth Craze

Bernard N. Dickinson, Jr.
Laura Douglass and Joseph Croco
Carol L. Drummond

James Dudley and Susan Fernyak
Emily Dunn

Kathy Endaya

Julie and Paul Escudero

Kay and Les Filler

Rachel Fung

Mike Gallagher

Robert Garner and Penny Rock
Linda Hayes

Patty and Kent Holubar

Rose Ann and Gordon Hummel
Mary Lou Huzarewicz

Jean H. Isaacs

Rosa Katz and Josh Shade
Langensand Family Trust
Debbie Margiotta

Diane Mason

Dennis and Lori McBride
Elizabeth Meeks

Dick Miller

Allyson Morris

Rajan Narang

Zoe Nuyens

David Pearce

John and Patti Petrick
Redwood City Kiwanis Club
Stephen D. Richter

Nicole Russo

Mary M. Scavarda

Susan Schlesinger

Jessica Shade

Annie Shim

Nogah Shmeltzer

Charles Smith

John and Maggie Streets
Cristina Thorson

Kathy Voss-Jensen

Robert Wellins and Sherry Rolley
Carolyn G. Wilbur

Derek and Robin Wolfgram
Alysa Zyda

Join the Friends of the Redwood City Public Library

(1 Junior member, under 18 years
old - $10

O Friends - $15
O Patrons - $25
O Librarian’s Circle - $50

[ Benefactors - $100 or more

If you wish to make the gift in
honor of a friend or loved one:

We will acknowledge 2023 Librarian’s
Circle and Benefactor levels in our
spring 2024 Newsletter.

L] Check this box if you wish for

your donation to be listed as
Anonymous.

Librarian’s Circle ($50 - $99)
William Anderson

Dr. Gary and Frances Aron
Veronica Breuer

Nancy W. Cameron

Mimi Campbell

Jennifer Castello

James and Delores Centis
Laurie Coulter

Carol Lynn Cross

Robyn Crumly

Cynthia Dalbor

Suzanne Eyre

Beth Flory

Grace Frary

Natalie Freeburg

Audrey Hargis

Jessica Lewis

Hilary Mark

Merla Murdock

Carolyn Nathan

James Ochsner

Janet Petsche

Linda Pilkin

John Potter and Nisha Thatte-Potter
Ethel and Cynthia Redington
Rebekah Shapiro

Robert and Frankie Sies
Georgis Stigall

Ann Stockwell

Barbara Valley

Daisy Yee

Please make checks payable to
Friends of the Redwood City Public
Library, or donate at our website:
www.friendsofrweclibrary.org

A Membership Card will be sent.

Name

Address

City

Zip Code

Email

Please return to:
1044 Middlefield Road
Redwood City, CA 94063

Friends of the Redwood City Public Library is a

501(c)(3) organization. As such, your
membership donation is tax deductible as
allowed by law.

Friends Bookstore
Update

In November 2022, Friends
returned to staffing its
Bookstore in the lobby of the
Downtown Library with
volunteers. Thank you to each
of our returning and many new
store workers! Customers
have expressed pleasure to
once again have a volunteer
inside the store!

Also, Friends continues to
stock the Book Kiosk at the
Redwood Shores Library with
wonderful items for sale.

Please visit the Bookstore
and the Kiosk soon to
support your Redwood City
libraries.
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